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HYMN— #170—Draw Us to Thee
STAND
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: Let us pray.
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for our salvation that
through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 43:16-24 (NIV1984)

16

This is what the LORD says—who makes a way in the sea, and a path through surging waters, 17 who brings
out the chariot and horse, the army and the mighty one together (they lie down, they do not rise again; they are extinguished, quenched like a wick)—18 “Do not remember the past events, pay no attention to things of old. 19 Look, I am
about to do something new; even now it is coming. Do you not see it? Indeed, I will make a way in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert. 20 The animals of the field will honor Me, jackals and ostriches, because I provide water in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My chosen people. 21 The people I formed for Myself will declare My
praise.
22
“But Jacob, you have not called on Me, because, Israel, you have become weary of Me. 23 You have not
brought Me your sheep for burnt offerings or honored Me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings or wearied you with incense. 24 You have not bought Me aromatic cane with silver, or satisfied Me with the fat of
your sacrifices. But you have burdened Me with your sins; you have wearied Me with your iniquities.
PSALM

Psalm 73

Refrain
I am always with you, O LORD;*
you hold me by my right hand.
You guide me with your counsel,*
and afterward you will take me into glory.
Whom have I in heaven but you?*
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,*
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
Page 3

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON

Romans 11:11-21 (HCSB)

11

I ask, then, have they stumbled in order to fall? Absolutely not! On the contrary, by their stumbling, salvation
has come to the Gentiles to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their stumbling brings riches for the world, and their failure
riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their full number bring!
13
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. In view of the fact that I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my
14
ministry, if I can somehow make my own people jealous and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brings reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 Now if the firstfruits offered up are
holy, so is the whole batch. And if the root is holy, so are the branches.
17
Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though a wild olive branch, were grafted in among
them and have come to share in the rich root of the cultivated olive tree, 18 do not brag that you are better than those
branches. But if you do brag—you do not sustain the root, but the root sustains you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches
were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 True enough; they were broken off by unbelief, but you stand by
faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you either.
VERSE OF THE DAY
The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark
10:45 cf. NIV)
STAND

GOSPEL
9

Luke 20:9-19 (HCSB)

Then He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and
went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a slave to the farmers so that they might give him some fruit
from the vineyard. But the farmers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent yet another slave, but they
beat that one too, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third, but they
wounded this one too and threw him out.
13
“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I will send my beloved son. Perhaps they will respect him.’
14
“But when the tenant farmers saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is the heir. Let’s
kill him, so the inheritance will be ours!’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
“Therefore, what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those farmers and give the
vineyard to others.”
But when they heard this they said, “No—never!”
17
But He looked at them and said, “Then what is the meaning of this Scripture: The stone that the builders
rejected—this has become the cornerstone? 18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and if it falls
on anyone, it will grind him to powder!”
19
Then the scribes and the chief priests looked for a way to get their hands on Him that very hour, because
they knew He had told this parable against them, but they feared the people.
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY— #103—Glory Be to Jesus
SERMON (sermon text Isaiah 43:16-24)

“Don’t Dwell on the Past”

STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil,
the world, and our sinful nature.
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them
a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and
the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils
may threaten them.
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are
old and infirm.
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M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools upright
and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace,
security, and well-being.
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to
help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have,
our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

HYMN #393—If Your Beloved Son, O God
STAND

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit
to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life
and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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HYMN #399—To God Be the Glory
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Upcoming Worship & Fellowship Schedule
Wednesday, March 16th 7:00 PM - Triumph at Calvary (Luke 23:49-43) - Pastor Bauer
Sunday, March 20th 10:30 AM — Palm Sunday Worship (with communion)
Thursday, March 24th 7:00 PM — Maundy Thursday Worship (with communion)
Friday, March 25th 7:00 PM — Good Friday Worship (no communion)
Sunday, March 27th 7:30 AM — Easter Early Worship (with communion)
Sunday, March 27th, 8:30 AM — Easter Breakfast
Sunday, March 27th, 10:30 AM — Easter Festival Service (no communion)
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News And Notes
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything
we can do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all
members of our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and
our ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
Upcoming Worship & Fellowship Schedule
Wednesday, March 16th 7:00 PM - Triumph at Calvary (Luke 23:49-43) - Pastor Bauer
Sunday, March 20th 10:30 AM — Palm Sunday Worship (with communion)
Thursday, March 24th 7:00 PM — Maundy Thursday Worship (with communion)
Friday, March 25th 7:00 PM — Good Friday Worship (no communion)
Sunday, March 27th 7:30 AM — Easter Early Worship (with communion)
Sunday, March 27th, 8:30 AM — Easter Breakfast
Sunday, March 27th, 10:30 AM — Easter Festival Service (no communion)
VOTERS’ MEETING AFTER WORSHIP TODAY
Today, following worship, Bethany’s voters will be holding their second quarterly voters meeting. On the agenda
will be a number of items of important church business, including a vote on the recommendations of the Bethany Church Council regarding the status of the preschool in the 2016-2017 school year. Voters, please attend.
Thank you!
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In last Sunday’s worship, 48 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God and 25 were in attendance
at our midweek Lenten worship.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon
14

Tue
15

Wed
16

Thu
17

Fri
18

Sat

Sun

19

20

Cleaner: F. Johnson

9:00a Adult Bible
Study and Sunday

7:00p Bible Study

7:00p Lenten

School

Worship

10:30a Worship

Ushers: Team A
Happy Birthday
Mackenzie
Griepentrog!
Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Follstaedt Family; Ushers: Team A/G

PALM SUNDAY

