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HYMN— #221—Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
STAND
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for
his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
OH, TASTE AND SEE
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M: Let us pray.
Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing all creation by your eternal Spirit,
and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free
from doubt and fear, we may ever worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, living
and reigning, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON
Numbers 6:22-27 (NIV)
22
The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:
24
“‘“The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn
his face toward you and give you peace.”’
27
“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
PSALM (spoken responsively)

Psalm 150

Refrain
Praise God in his sanctuary;*
praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power;*
praise him for his surpassing greatness.
Refrain
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,*
praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with tambourine and dancing,*
praise him with strings and flute,
praise him with the clash of cymbals,*
praise him with resounding cymbals.
Refrain
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.*
Praise the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

Romans 5:1-5 (NIV)

1

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of
the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
2

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory. Alleluia. (Isaiah 6:3b cf. NIV)

STAND

GOSPEL

John 16:12-15 (NIV)

12

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he
will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you
what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.
15
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to
you.”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY— #193—Come, Now, Almighty King
SERMON (sermon text John 16:12-15)
STAND
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“Truth From the Trinity”

ATHANASIAN CREED
This creed is named after St. Athanasius, a staunch defender of the Christian faith in the fourth century. It was prepared to assist the Church
in combating two errors that undermined Bible teaching. One error denied that God ’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being or Godhead
with the Father. The other error denied that Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one person. The Athanasian Creed continues to serve the
Christian Church as a standard of the truth. It declares that whoever rejects the doctrine of the Trinity and the doctrine of Christ is without the
saving faith.

Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Christian faith. Whoever does not keep this
faith pure in all points will certainly perish forever.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We worship one God in three persons and three persons in one God,
without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
For each person—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—is distinct,
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
equal in glory and coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit.
The Father is uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father is infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal;
yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one who is eternal,
just as they are not three who are uncreated, nor three who are infinite,
but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty;
yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
yet they are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person individually to be God and Lord,
so the true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods or three Lords.
The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is neither made nor created nor begotten,
but proceeds from the Father and the Son.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons;
one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or inferior,
but all three persons are coequal and coeternal,
so that in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God
and one God worshiped as three persons.
Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the Trinity.
It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe
that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh.
Now this is the true Christian faith:
We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
is both God and man.
He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time
from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh,
equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;
and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one,
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one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;
one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;
for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being,
so God and man are one Christ.
He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies
to answer for their personal deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,
but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire.
(see John 5:24-29)
This is the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
STAND

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of heaven and earth, you made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests and refreshing streams.
You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our work and rest.
C: Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze.
M: Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. Thank you for our work,
for projects that are done well, and for the approval of supervisors and teachers. Thank you for all who serve at
night to make our days more pleasant.
C: Thank you for associates at work, for their encouragement and praise, and for the joys of human friendships.
M: Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and highways, and for all of life
that flows so swiftly before us.
C: Thank you for children at play, their boundless energy, and their shouts of joy and laughter.
M: Thank you for the morning greetings we receive, and for all the smiles that come from faces loved by you.
C: Thank you for Christian parents, for their affection and their care.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we give thanks for personal blessings.
Silent prayer.
M: Thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, for his coming to us in Word and sacraments, for his giving and forgiving,
and for listening to our prayers. Receive our gifts and offerings as our sacrifice of praise.
C: Lead us in thankful living today and always. Amen.
Page 6

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BE SEATED

HYMN #195—Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty
STAND

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit
to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life
and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN #326—May the Grace of Christ Our Savior
Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
WELCOME!
Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Pastor, the ushers, and all members of
our Bethany family stand ready to serve you. May the Lord bless your worship!
THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
VBS AND WEST DEER COMMUNITY DAYS VOLUNTEERS
If you are willing to help with either of these outreach opportunities and have not yet signed up on the signup sheets
in the narthex, please do so ASAP so we can begin to assign shifts and tasks each event. We are thankful for the help
already pledged, but we can always use more.
CONFIRMATION OF JAKE LIPPERT AND SEAN CUNNINGHAM SUNDAY JUNE 5th
On Sunday June 5th, Jake and Sean will be received into communicant membership of Bethany as they publicly confirm the faith of their baptisms in our Sunday worship. Join us for this special occasion of celebrating God’s grace in
their lives.
FELLOWSHIP AT THE KLUENDER HOME SATURDAY, JUNE 11th
On Saturday, June 11th, all of Bethany is invited to join the Kluenders and their family to celebrate Hannah’s graduation with food and fellowship from 4:00—7:00 PM at the parsonage. We look forward to seeing you there! Please note:
a few of you have asked if you can/should bring any food. This is not necessary, but if you would like to bring something, you are welcome to bring some sort of side dish, dessert or salad (Any questions? See Pastor or Jen) Thank you!
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In last Sunday’s worship, __ people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God and __ took communion.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon
23

Tue
24

Wed
25

Thu
26

7:00p Preschool
Gracuation
7:00p Bible Study
(Elders’ Meeting to
follow)

Fri
27

Sat
28

Sun
29
9:00a Adult Bible

7:00p Bethany
Council Meeting
Happy birthday,
Kathy Stadler!

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Stadler; Greeter: Slabe; Ushers: Team E

Study and Sunday
School
10:30a Worship

